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Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 

Or knock the breast ; no weakness, no contempt, 

Dispraise or blame, nothing but well and fair. 

And what may quiet us in a death so noble. 

— Milton, 

From Vol, X,, Transactions of American Public Health Association, 

rVR. William Francis Sheehan was born in County Limerick, 
^ Ireland, February 12, 1855. Having received a liberal edu- 
cation, he came to this country in 1874, and commenced the study 
of medicine with his uncle, Dr. J. W. Casey, of Rochester. He 
graduated in 1877 at the Buffalo (N. Y.) Medical College, with 
marked honors, taking several prizes for proficiency in various 
branches. In the same year he engaged in private practice in 
Rochester, and on April 28th, 1880, married Miss Katie L. Kramer, 
daughter of one of Rochester's most respected citizens. Becom- 
ing a member of the Monroe County Medical Society, May 30, 
1877, he was in the following year made a delegate to the Medical 
Association of Central New York, which place he filled for two 
years. The county society in 1880 elected him delegate to the 
American Medical Association, and in 1882 he went in a similar 
capacity to the New York State Medical Society. From 1880 to 
1882 he was Secretary of the Monroe County Medical Society, 
which position he filled with honor to himself and with benefit to 
the society. During this time he served on a committee of the 
society to prosecute illegal practitioners. October 12, 1877, he 
became a member of the Rochester Pathological Society, and 
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soon thereafter was elected secretary, and, later, president of the 
organization. He has held medical offices of responsibility with 
never varying faithfulness and ability. Appointed by the Com- 
mon Council in 1878, he held the office of city physician for one 
year. The Board of Supervisors, in 1880, chose him to be coro- 
ner's physician for that year, and in 1882 he was made health 
officer of the city. Talented and zealous in his official capacity, 
he was re-appointed in 1883, and during two years of his service 
as guardian of the public health he was instrumental in bringing 
about many changes for the better in the city's sanitation. His 
deep research, his untiring devotion to the subject in all its bear- 
ings — frequently sacrificing his time, his rest and his private 
interests to the demands of the office, — and his clear-headed com- 
prehension of the details of sanitary science, make it a well-known 
and generally admitted fact that he was the best health officer the 
city ever had. 

Ever an earnest worker in the interests of medical science, his 
contributions to the fund of medical knowledge comprised papers 
on the ** Anatomy of Club-foot," " The Anatomy of President 
Garfield's Wounds," ** Fractures Near the Elbow Joint," " Vesico- 
vaginal Fistula," "Chicken-pox," "The Statistics of Diphtheria," 
" House Sanitation," " School Hygiene," " Filth as a Cause of 
Disease," etc. Through the medium of the public press he did 
much to educate the masses on the causes and prevention of 
cholera infantum. Thoroughly conversant with the anatomy of 
the human body, he for some time conducted a class in practical 
anatomy. He was a member of the Rochester Academy of 



Science, and president of its anatomical section. His lectures 
before this body were spoken of in the highest terms of commen- 
dation. The Kindergarten movement in this city, three years 
ago, received his warm support, and he was one of the originators 
and promoters of the scheme to establish a hospital at the lake 
shore for sick children. A true lover of his profession, he had, 
during his brief medical career, built up a large and lucrative 
practice. His tender interest in the welfare of his patients, his 
charity to those whose circumstances were not of the best, his 
Christian spirit and quiet, unassuming manner, caused the deepest 
attachments to exist between him and a large circle of friends. 
He was a devout member of St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Cathe- 
dral, and while he made no outward show of his religion, it was a 
potent element in influencing his life and daily demeanor. In 
politics he was a Democrat, and at the time of his death was pres- 
ident of the Young Men's Independent Democratic Club. 

On the morning of July 22, 1884, he was called to attend a con- 
finement. He left home apparently in the best of health and 
spirits, full of hopefulness for the future. The case to which he 
went was a long, tedious labor, and he spent the day at the house 
of his patient, completing the delivery with forceps at nine in the 
evening. Immediately thereafter, while he was making ready to 
leave the house, he was seized with an intense pain in his head, 
and in a few minutes became unconscious. Medical aid was at 
once summoned, but he remained unconscious until his death, 
which occurred at 2 A. M., from rupture of a vessel and pressure 
on the medulla oblongata. It can truly be said of him that he 



died in the harness. His last act in life was in the following of 
that profession to which he had devoted himself with such untir- 
ing fidelity. There can be no question that the remote yet imme- 
diate cause of his death was overwork in his chosen calling. His 
ambition, his thoroughness in all he undertook, his ceaseless 
labors for the relief of suffering, were too much for his vital 
powers, and he truly sacrificed his life for the lives of others. 

The whole community received a great shock in the news of 
his death, and a feeling of general grief and depression pervaded 
the city. His young wife, with her infant son, and his aged 
parents in a distant land, will receive the sincerest sympathy of 
all in their sudden, sad bereavement. The city loses a good citi- 
zen, society mourns a favorite and beloved son, and the medical 
profession is deeply sensible that one of its brightest and ablest 
young men has been removed and his promising career cut short 
in the very fullness of its bloom. On the evening preceding the 
day of his death he wrote a letter to the president of the American 
Public Health Association, of which he was a member, in regard 
to the part he should take in the work of the approaching session. 
He was deeply interested in the work of the Association, and in 
laying before that body these few words in memory of the departed, 
the writer feels that he can pay but a scant tribute to the many good 
qualities of a dear friend, a noble man, and a good physician. 

By President O'Brien of the Alumni Association of the Medical Depart- 
ment of Bujfalo University : 

Our next great loss, during the past few months, was by the 



death of one whom we will long and sadly miss; one whose genial, 
intelligent face will no more be seen in our midst : whose voice 
we will hear no more on earth, for his lips have been silenced by 
the enemy whom we may repulse, but cannot finally overcome. 
I refer to Dr. William F. Sheeiian, late health officer of Roch- 
ester, N. Y. For many years he was an earnest and valued 
member of our association. As evidence of the esteem in which 
we held him, he was frequently selected for positions of honor in 
our organization. Of a retiring nature, the honors sought him ; 
he never looked for them. His name is on the list of officers of 
this association for the present year, as one of our vice-presidents. 
He was exceptionally modest and of marked ability, in testimony 
of which I recall the flattering fact that he was awarded all the 
honors and all the prizes of his class, when he received his degree 
as a doctor in medicine. He was an industrious student, an 
enthusiastic worker in the large and important domain of sanitary 
science, and held high position as a sanitarian. You doubtless 
remember, and with profit, the interesting and instructive lecture 
upon the subject to which he had given so much intelligent 
study, delivered by him at our last meeting. While intent upon 
preserving the lives of his fellow men, he himself was cut down. 
I sincerely hope we may, every one of us, discharge our duty 
by our fellow men as faithfully as he, and leave as honorable a 
record as that of him whom we miss so much to-day. I am sure 
I express the sentiments of this body in extending to the relatives 
and friends of him for whom we mourn, our warmest sympathy 
and condolence. Let us hope that at our next meeting there 



may be no cause for similar sad reference in your president's 
address. 



Resolutions of the Alumni Association of the Medical Department of the 
University of Buffalo : 

Your committee respectfull)' recommend adoption of the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, that in the death of Dr. William F. Sheehan, the 
Alumni Association of the University of Buffalo loses one of its 
most valued members. Dr. Sheehan was considered, indeed, 
one of the most promising young physicians of the day. He had 
already, in the Medical Societies of his own city, as well as in 
the Medical Society of the State of New York, taken a most 
creditable stand, and arrayed himself on the side of progression 
in medicine; he was energetic, cultivated and erudite; he was, 
moreover, a debater of great force and finish ; and, altogether, a 
man of more than ordinary skill in his profession. We, therefore, 
unite with his family and the medical profession of Rochester, in 
deploring his, seemingly to human understanding, untimely death. 

Resolved, that these resolutions be presented to the family of 
the distinguished deceased, and also be given to the press. 

W. W. Potter, 

B. Barton, \ Committee, 

A. H. Briggs, 

Buffalo, N. Y., February 24th, 1885, 



Testimonial by Albert Z. Gihon^ A. M., M, D.y Medical Director of the 
United States Navy^ President of the American Public Health Associa- 
tion^ in his address at the opening of the Twelfth Annual Session of the 
Association, at St. Louis, Mo., October 14, 1884: 

" Fallen with them on the field of duty was one of the 

very latest of our recruits, William F. Sheehan, M. D., Health' 
Officer of the City of Rochester, N. Y. Inexpressibly sad were 
the circumstances attending his death. On the 22d of July he 
had written to me, in his accustomed happy veil], discussing the 
business of this session, and jocosely questioning wherein he 
might participate. The same envelope contained a note from 
his friend. Dr. Herriman, advising me of his death soon after his 
letter had been penned, and before it could be posted. This 
last work of his hands will be cherished by his wife among the 
dearest souvenirs of her deceased husband. With us remains the 
mournfully tender reminiscence that the last thought and act of 
his promising career were of what he might do for this Asso- 
ciation. Young, hale and vigorous; intelligent, prosperous and 
happy ; dead with the joy of life in his heart. What sadder 
episode than this ! " 



Testimonial by Dr. Francis W. Gallagher, St, Marys, Kansas : 

In October, 1874, I first met Dr. Siieeiian. It was at the 
Medical Department of the University of Buffalo, where he had 
preceded me by two or three days in attendance on our first 
course of medical lectures. I well remember he was joining in 



some sports with his fellow students, in which he acquitted him- 
self with credit, as I soon learned he did in everything in which 
his interest was enlisted. Something about him, I scarcely can 
say what, attracted me towards him in particular, and, noticing 
his foreign manner, I wondered whether or not he might not 
be, in a social sense at least, " a stranger in a strange land." I 
determined to make his acquaintance, and the same afternoon 
introduced myself. I learned from him that he had but a few 
months before left college in Ireland, and had come to this 
country to engage in the study of medicine under his uncle, 
Dr. Casey, a distinguished practitioner of Rochester, N. Y. His 
subsequent career abundantly proved that his professional choice 
was one for which he was particularly qualified. 

From that October afternoon onr acquaintance rapidly grew 
into intimacy, sharing the same thoughts, the same roof during 
most of our college life, and with scarcely a passing shadow, our 
friendship continued until I was startled and shocked, so that 
it yet seems indeed an unreality, by the announcement of his 
premature death. It is, then, with some title of right, and with 
sentiments of genuine sorrow, that I write a few words in honor 
of his memory, and for the comfort of those who specially mourn 
his loss. I believe I understood the character, and merits, and 
faults of my friend, and I would not do him dishonor by pro- 
claiming him perfect in all things, as well if not better than any 
other. Scarcely an hour during our college life that we were 
not together; our work was the same, our recreations the same, 
and I came to know him well. He had a bright, clear intellect ; 



was often brilliant; was witty, strong, and logical in argument, 
and entertaining and interesting as a companion and friend ; he 
was choice in his conduct and in his language, and cared more 
for the attractions of home life than the more seductive, if less 
substantial, life of clubs and halls of pleasure. 

He had set before himself an ideal to work to, and felt confi- 
dence enough in his own powers to acquire any height to which 
his ambition urged him. He felt that the distinction between 
ordinary and notable men was due to work, and not to destiny, 
requiring of the former but a little more exertion in his special 
line than his neighbor, to be classed among the latter; this effort 
he determined to make, and his success in the special studies to 
which he gave his time, as well as in his general professional 
acquirements, justified his conclusions. 

He was a laborious student; conscientiously devoting his time, 
with but slight periods of relaxation, to his college duties, and in 
his class was regarded as one of its best members and recognized 
for his ability and attainments. His convictions he maintained 
with moral courage and honor, and when he believed opinions 
which he held to be needlessly attacked, he would not patiently 
submit to the trespasser. As an illustration, I may mention a 
little occurrence which happened, I think, while at our second 
term at college. One of the professors, during lecture hour, 
attempted to be a little facetious with a subject too inviolable 
to be made the jest of a couple of hundred of medical students, 
and while the professor did not, I am sure, believe what he 
playfully insinuated, yet, even as a joke, his conclusions were 



too uncomfortable to be submissively tolerated. He had barely 
concluded his sentence, when Dr. Sheehan arose from his seat, 
but a few chairs distant from the lecturer, and, with sufficient 
emphasis to demonstrate his disapproval, left the room. The 
story fell flat ; the rebuke was understood by the class and appre- 
ciated by the professor, who, by the rising color in his face, the 
embarrassment inseparable from the incident, and his silence, 
acknowledged his mistake. 

In Dr. Sheehan's graduation the expectations of his admirers 
were more than realized. Out of a class of thirty-one, many of 
them bright and promising men, he stood, the night on which he 
received his degree, pre-eminent. His thesis was awarded the 
highest honors, and he also received the " Rochester Prize '* and 
the " Moore Prize" for essays on medical topics announced by 
those professors. 

I shall not attempt to deal with his career after leaving college. 
This will, no doubt, be undertaken by some one to whom his 
daily life, from that time forward, was familiar. For the most 
of the time since then we have been removed by many hundreds 
of miles, but I always noticed, with pleasure, in the proceedings 
of medical societies, and through his correspondence, his ever 
onward march to greater perfection in his calling, and his increas- 
ing and wider hold on the esteem of his professional brethren 
and his fellow citizens, no better proof of which is needed than 
the almost universal mourning in the city of his home at liis most 

melancholy end. 

Francis W. Gallagher. 



ROCHESTER PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 

In meeting assembled, desire to express in a measure our deep sense 
of sorrow at the loss we have sustained. Dr. Sheehan became a 
member of this society, October 12, 1877, and has ever been 
earnest and active in his efforts to promote its interests. He has 
held with honor and ability the administrative offices of the 
organization, and has contributed liberallv to its scientific works. 
As a physician he was eminently successful, devoted to his chosen 
profession and zealous for the welfare of those who came under 
his care. In his services as a guardian of the public health he 
proved himself earnest, energetic and faithful. As a man he was 
invariably conscientious, upright and honorable in all his deal- 
ings, and, by his Christian spirit and personal worth, endeared 
himself to all who knew him. In his death this Society feels that 
it has lost a valued member, and one whose character was above 
reproach. The heartfelt sympathy of every member of this 
Society is tendered to his bereaved wife and family. 



Chas. a. Dewey, 

President. 



Richard Moore, 

Secretary. 



Wallace J. Herriman, 

Vice-President. 



Paul D. Carpenter, 

Treasurer. 



Louis A. Weigel, 
Wali^ce J. Herriman, 
Tiios. A. O'Hare, 



Committee. 
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MONROE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

(Jixtract from the Minutes, May 27, 1885.) 

Dr. William F. Sheehan died on the 23d day of July, 1884, 
in the thirtieth year of his age. Dr. Sheehan became a member 
of this Society in May, 1877, and for the seven years preceding 
his death he was active in the work of the Society and deeply 
interested in its transactions. From 1880 to 1882, he filled the 
post of Secretary, and at the time of his death he was delegate to 
the State Medical Society. 

Dr. Sheehan was an earnest worker in the field of medicine, 
ever faithful to his trust, zealous in his chosen path of duty, 
ambitious to a fault. His future was full of promise, his past a 
record of untiring application to his chosen profession. In his de- 
votion to his work he sacrificed his time, his rest, and, eventually 
his life, dying with the harness on, at the very bedside of a patient. 
In his death the members of this Society feel deeply that they 
have been deprived of the companionship and co-operation of an 
esteemed associate, a good physician and an honest man. 

In our sense of bereavement, we think it is meet that these 
words should be placed on our records, and a copy transmitted 
to the family of our late associate. 

Archihald Dann, Prcst. Wallace J. Herriman, Secy. 

P. G. Udell, Vice-Prest. William R. Howard, Treas. 

Wallace J. Herriman,] 

Wm. S. Ely, ! ^ ... 

T .TT. . A \\r....,.r }-Lommittee. 

Louis A. Weigel, j 

Wm. R. Howard, J 



RESOLUTIONS OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE. 

Dr. W. F. Sheehan died on the 23d day of July, 1884. He 
was a member of the Academy of Science, and had done much 
to promote its prosperity. 

The Academy desires to record its deep sense of loss experf- 
enced in his death, and its high appreciation of his character in 
all the relations which he sustained to society. 

Particularly it desires to express its admiration for those quali- 
ties which so specially fitted him for a public teacher, and which 
made him so welcome and so useful in our midst. 

Now that we shall see and hear him no more, we deeply grieve 
among ourselves, and we tenderly offer our sympathy to the 
family whose home circle has thus been made desolate. And, in 
recognition of his services and devotion to this Academy, we 

hereby resolve : 

That a page in our minute book be set aside, on which shall be 
inscribed this tribute to his memory. 

Thomas Dransfield, 

r> T- njr T^ r Committee. 

Porter Farley, M. D., 



At a special meeting of the Young Men's Independent Demo- 
cratic Club, held July 24th, 1884, the following resolutions 
were adopted: 

We, the members of the Young Men's Independent Democratic 
Club, called together by the startling intelligence that our brother 



and President, VVilmant F. Sheehan, has been taken from us, 
wish to record our appreciation of his character, our love for him 
as a brother, and our keen sense of our personal loss in his death, 
by which so many hopes of future usefulness have been blighted 
forever. 

We recognize his ability, his energy and his learning, which 
made him a leader in his profession. 

But most of all, we recall his kindness, his charity, his fidelity, 
and unassuming, gentle manner, which grappled our hearts to 
him with hooks of steel. 

We have lost a true friend, a zealous officer, an active co- 
worker, whose cheerful smile inspired us with confidence, and 
whose clear mind and honest heart counseled us to generous and 
noble action. 

With sad longings for that hand-clasp which was so firm and 
true hearted, and sympathy for his bereaved family, we must 
leave him. 

We loved him living. We mourn his death. 

Resolved, That this expression be engrossed upon the minutes 
and a copy sent to the family of our deceased brother. 



July 25, 1884. 
Dear Mrs. Sheehan: 

It is always a difficult task to offer words of consolation to one 
so sorely afflicted as you are, in the sudden death of your hus- 
band. What can I say? He was so young, so devoted as a 



husband, so full of promise in his chosen profession. One cannot 
speak of him without praising his many noble qualities; and 
every such word only .shows more and more how great is your 
loss. It will lighten the load you are called on to bear to have 
others say of your dead husband the kindly and just words their 
hearts prompt them to utter when speaking of him. You know, 
better than any one else, how truly deserving he was of every 
one*s esteem. These thoughts will remain as precious memories, 
and, in the years to come, it will be your endeavor to show that 
you were a wife worthy of such a husband. Your little babe 
will help you greatly, for its sake and for his, to sanctify and 
make useful the days God may be pleased to grant you. You 
will not, I am sure, in this most trying moment of your life, fail 
to look to God for comfort and sustainment. He will aid and 
console you, now and always. 

Praying God to bless you in your hour of affliction. 

Very sincerely, in Christ, 

B. J. McQuAiD, 

Bishop of Rochester. 



New York, July, 25, 1884. 
Dear Mrs, Shethan: 

The sudden and shocking news of your bereavement has left 
me utterly unable to write you anything that you would accept, 
or that I would wish you to accept, as at all an adequate expres- 
sion of my deep sympathy with you. The heart, they say. 



knoweth its own bitterness, and it must bear its own burden. To 
you thus sevcrcl}'^ smitten, even the consolation that those nearest 
and dearest to you can offer, must seem to do little more than 
revive your memory of a great loss: much more mine, then. 
And yet I cannot forbear to offer them, nor perhaps do I offer 
them altogether in vain, when I remind you how strongly he was 
rooted in our admiration and affection, how completely we all 
sympathized with him in the generous devotion which he brought 
to his professional work, and the unselfishness with which he 
approached the problems of our politics. " To live in hearts we 
leave behind is not to die,** and your husband will live long, very 
long, in the memories of those who knew him. * * * J am 
no orthodox believer, yet, if there were a case where I should be 
tempted to believe that a life beyond the grave held out compen- 
sations for a career so cruelly cut short, it would be such a case 

as this. * * * 

Yours sincerely, 

G. T. Lanigan. 



Rochester, July 23, 1884. 
Dear Madavie : 

I know how delicate a mission it is to appear unbidden in the 
house of mourning and attempt assuagement of the grief of those 
bowed down by sad bereavement. But the shock experienced on 
taking up the morning paper and reading of the sudden death, 
during the night, while away from home on professional duty, of 
your dear husband and my warm friend, renders me a sharer in 



your sorrow, and prompts me to tender that sympathy, which, as 
I have under kindred circumstances learned, is consoling to the 
human heart when death comes unannounced and takes away a 
loved and cherished member of the family circle. I had known 
Dr. Shechan intimately and well during the entire period of his 
residence in Rochester, and had learned to esteem him for his 
manly qualities, his christian virtues, his remarkable skill as a 
physician and surgeon, and the interest he took and the ardor he 
displayed as a citizen in public affairs. To you, I know, his loss 
is utterly irreparable. But a wide circle of acquaintances and 
devoted friends, indeed the entire community, feel that they have 
suffered a great loss also. The death of Dr. Sheehan is univers- 
ally lamented. Receive, I entreat you, this brief expression of 
condolence, as it springs from heartfelt compassion for you and 
your fatherless little one in this hour of trial, and believe me, ever 
your devoted friend, 

W. PURCELL. 



Trinity Rectory, Rochester, N. Y., 

July 28, 1884. 
My dear Mrs. Sheehan: 

I write you with feelings of unspeakable sorrow. To say that 

you have our heartfelt sympathy in your sore affliction but faintly 

expresses the feelings of those who had the privilege of knowing 

him, the loss of whom we all mourn to day. Taken from us at 

the very beginning of a career of usefulness for which his talents 

held out so fair a promise, we feel it hard to be reconciled to the 



all-wise decree. But " God's ways are not our ways." Our con- 
solation is that he has passed from a transitory world to " an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled and that passeth not away.** 
To those who enjoyed an intimacy with him, there is a sweet sat- 
isfaction in reflecting upon the attractions of his character. I 
may say that I have met few men who possessed such qualities of 
mind and heart as did he. He was not only esteemed for his 
professional ability, but also tor his singularly affectionate and 
sympathizing nature. In the sick room he was welcomed as the 
kind and faithful friend, as well as the trusty adviser, and nothing 
was too great to ask of him if it was for another's good. 

Alas! the mournful circumstances of his death most forcibly 
prove the truth of this. To me he was indeed the ** beloved phy- 
sician.** The memory of our friendship is very dear to me. and I 
can never forget his many kindnesses. God help us to endure the 
cares and sorrows of life with christian fortitude, and especially 
do I pray that he may strengthen you to bear with truthful 
submission the present great bereavement. 

With renewed assurances of kind and sympathizing regards, I 

remain Sincerely yours, 

Warren W. Walsh. 



Rochester, July 23, 1884. 
My dear Madame: 

Permit me to offer my sincere sympathies in this hour of your 

sore affliction. 1 cannot assuage your personal grief, which is 

indeed, too sacred for me to intrude upon. 1 may, however, 



express to you something of the severity of the loss that the com- 
munity in which he labored, and the profession he adorned, have 
suffered in the death of your husband. I knew and esteemed him 
for his genial qualities of heart, and am grateful for many 
friendly offices received at his hands. The sense of personal loss 
is keen and will be enduring with me. 

But I knew him also in his professional career, which I had 
watched with lively interest. Rarely has one, in early manhood, 
given larger promise of eminence and of usefulness. An enthusi- 
ast in sanitary science, he had done much, by his pen, to popular- 
ize its study, and his work in connection with the board of health 
was of the most intelligent and beneficent character. As a 
physician he was sagacious and skillful, with a presence in the 
sick room which was sunshine itself, and he was assuming rapidly 
a leading place in his profession. He had secured the confidence 
both of his patients and professional brethren, which was unusual 
in one of his years. He has been taken away just when his 
prospects were brightest and his success was assured. The 
mystery of the death of such a man, at such a time, is inexpli- 
cable. It certainly is a blow in which it is hard to find conso- 
lation. It shatters many hopes and brings to naught many 
prophecies based upon the achievements he had made. Your 
loss is irreparable, but the position he had reached through his 
own high endeavor and desert, must ever be to you a precious 
memory. I remain, my dear madame. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Mrs, Win, F, Sheelian, Chas. E. FiTCil. 
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MUNCHKN, Germany, Oct. 19, 1S84, 
Dtar Afrs. S/uchan : 

The sad news of your great affliction came so suddenly upon 
me 1 can hardly realize that one of whom I thought with so much 
affection has passed from us. Only a few days before the papers 
you so kindly sent me were received, ! laid aside some papers, 
notes, etc., to send Dr. Sheehan on subjects in which we were 
much interested and expected to study together on my return to 
America. 

I'Vom the first, I admired your husband for his strength of char- 
acter and soon thought of him as one of my dearest, as he was 
one of my most cherished friends. During our most iiitimate 
association I have never known him other than a faithful friend, 
a devoted student and a true and loving husband. I feel that to 
remind you of our friendship is the strongest proof of my sympa- 
thy for you, whom he loved so tenderly. 

"The Lord bless and keep thee and thy dear little one. The 
Lord make his face to siiine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon lliee and give thee Peace." 
Yours very sincerely, 

Guernsey Mitchell. 



Nkw Ydrk, July 28, 1884. 
Mj- dear Mrs. Shcthan : 

The sympathy ol your friends can aid but little to console yoii 

in such a time of sorrow as you are now experiencing. I need 

not tell you that it was a great shock to us all to hear of the Doc- 



tor's death. I always admired and loved him for his upright and 
loyal character, and no one could respect him more than I for the 
proud position which he won in that noblest of all callings, the 
medical profession. 

What tireless energy, what indomitable perserverence he 
showed in striving to reach the eminence he attained ; and now in 
one moment all is over for this life, and the brightest and best of 
Rochester's young men is dead. I am very sorry that I was not 
able to be present at the funeral, but I could not leave. * * * 

Yours truly, 

John H. Barry, M. D, 

The Sanatarian, New York, 

113 Fulton Street, July 28, 1884. 
Dear Mrs. Shechan : 

Please accept my sincere sympathy for your great affliction, of 
which I have just learned from a Rochester newspaper of Friday, 
giving an account of the funeral. Only two days ago, on Satur- 
day, I addressed your late dear husband a note, which but added 
to the shock of this morning's intelligence. Be assured that my 
acquaintance with him had ripened beyond the ordinary feelings 
of friendship into a nearness of fellowship which I shall always 
cherish, and miss as a companion in my labor of love, to which he 
was so sincerely devoted, to search out and apply the means for 

the promotion of public health 

Sincerely yours, 

A. N. Bell, M. D. 



From the Sanitaria fi, August, 1884. 
WiLLiANf Francis Sheehan, M. D. — This active and unusually 
promising young physician and Sanitarian died in Rochester, 
N. Y., July 23, 1884, in the thirtieth year of his age. Dr. Sheehan 
was born in Limerick, Ireland, on February 12, 1855, and in his 
youth received a liberal education. In 1874, at the age of nine- 
teen, he came to this country. He took up his residence in 
Rochester and studied medicine, with his uncle. Dr. J. W. Casey. 
Four years later, in 1877, after taking the courses of the Buffalo 
Medical College, he graduated with honor, taking a number of 
prizes, and returned to Rochester, where he entered into prac- 
tice. He was at once admitted to membership in the Monroe 
County Medical Society, which the next year he represented as 
a delegate in the Central New York Medical Association. In 
1880 he was a delegate to the American Medical Association; in 
1880 to 1882, secretary of the Monroe County Medical Society. 
He was also a member of the society committee to prosecute 
illegal practitioners. In 1877 he was chosen a member of the 
Rochester Pathological Society, and became nn succession its 
secretary and president. In 1878 he was appointed city physician 
by the Common Council. In 1880 he was chosen coroner's phy- 
sician for Monroe County, by the Board of Supervisors. In 1882 
the Board of Health elected him health officer for the city, and 
in 1883 he was re-elected. In this office Dr. Sheehan especially 
distinguished himself by close attention to all its duties, and by 
the able and successful manner in which he investigated and 
treated all matters pertaining to the sanitary condition of the 



city. His retirement from it, in the spring of 1884, was cause for 
regret by all who were familiar with his work. In 1883 he was 
elected a member of the American Public Health Association^ 
and in 1884 was a delegate to the Medical Society of the State of 
New York. He was the author of several valuable papers on 
medical and sanitary subjects and a contributor to the Sanitarian, 
On April 28, 1880, Dr. Sheehan married Miss Katie L. Kramer, 
daughter of Mathias Kramer, a well-known citizen of Rochester. 
The widow and infant son survive. As a thoroughly courteous 
and congenial friend and associate, he was endeared to all who 
knew him ; and in his death, society, the profession to which he 
belonged, and a large circle of friends, will cherish the memory of 
a faithful and energetic public servant, a devoted and skillful 
physician and a dear companion. 

From the Democrat and Chronicle^ July 23, 188^. 

At a few minutes past 2 o'clock this morning, occurred the 
death of one of Rochester's most highly esteemed physicians, in 
the person of Dr. W. F. Sheehan. The circumstances attending 
his sudden death may be briefly stated as follows: Yesterday 
morning the doctor was called to 68 West Waverley Place to 
attend a patient whose condition was such that he did not dare 
to leave her, and remained there all day without returning home. 
Shortly before 9 o'clock last evening Dr. Sheehan stated to the 
gentleman whOvSe wife he was attending, that he was suffering 
from a very severe pain in the head and thought he had better 
lie down a short time. He immediately did so, and in a few 
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moments became unconscious. The gentleman soon discovered 
that he was unconscious, and, after doing all he could to bring 
him to consciousness, in vain, became alarmed and sent for Dr. 
Wells, one of the resident physicians at the City Hospital. Upon 
his arrival Dr. Wells found Dr. Sheehan entirely unconscious 
and with only a slight pulsation of the heart noticeable. Several 
other physicians were summoned and soon arrived. All manner 
of artificial means of respiration were resorted to, but in vain. 
The doctor lingered until shortly after 2 o'clock this morning, 
when death ensued. The physicians are at an entire loss as to 
what was the cause of death, as the deceased had appeared to 
be in his usual health up to yesterday, and had complained of no 
illness. Dr. Sheehan was 29 years of age. He first studied 
medicine in this city with his uncle. Dr. J. W. Casey, in 1877, and 
was graduated from the Buffalo Medical College in 1878. He 
soon afterward came to this city and commenced the practice 
of his profession. In 1879 he was elected one of the city physi- 
cians, and so great and marked ability did he show in his chosen 
profession, that he soon built up a large and lucrative practice. 
A year ago he was elected health officer by the Board of Health, 
and the excellent record he made while holding that position 
is a matter of public record. He was always thorough and 
conscientious in the performance of his duty, and this, in connec- 
tion with his deep and exhaustive knowledge of sanitary science, 
made him one of the most successful and promising of the young 
physicians of this city. For the past few years he had made the 
laws of hygiene and sanitary science a special study, until he had 
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become an acknowledged and much sought after authority on the 
subject. He was a prominent member of the Monroe County 
Medical Society and also of the Monroe County Pathological 
Society, and during his membership had always been one of the 
most zealous and hard working of the members. For several 
years he delivered a series of most able and exhaustive lectures 
on Anatomical subjects before the Anatomical section of the 
Academy of Science, of which he was also a prominent member. 
He was a member of the Cathedral, and leaves a wife and one son 
to mourn his untimely death. 



From the Post-Express, July 23, 1884. 

The community was shocked this morning by the news of the 
sudden death of Dr. W. F. Sheehan, one of Rochester's most 
promising and successful young physicians. Dr. Sheehan's quiet 
and gentlemanly ways had won him scores of staunch friends, 
and his untimely end will cause a heartfelt sorrow, not easy to be 
forgotten. He had built up a large practice, which was steadily 
increasing, and had shown great and marked ability in his chosen 
profession. In the performance of his duty he was thorough and 
conscientious, and lie possessed a deep and exhaustive knowledge 
' of sanitary science. 

Yesterday morning the doctor was summoned to attend a deli- 
cate and important case on Waverley Place. The patient was a 
lady whom he did not dare to leave for any length of time, and 
he remained there during the day. Mrs. Sheehan last saw her 



husband alive at 1 1 o'clock in the morning, at which time he 
seemed to be enjoying apparently good health. He complained 
of a slight pain in the head but did not deem it worthy of notice. 

At about 9 o'clock in the evening the doctor stated to the 
gentleman whose wife he was treating, that the pain had become 
more severe. Following the advice given him, he lay down upon 
a couch. Shortly afterward he became unconscious, and the 
family becoming alarmed, Dr. Wells, one of the resident physi- 
cians at the City Hospital, was hastily summoned. On arriving 
at the house Dr. Wells found Dr. Sheehan entirely unconscious. 
But a slight fluttering of the heart was perceptible. Other 
physicians were sent for and artificial means of respiration were 
resorted to, but all efforts were in vain. The doctor lingered 
until shortly after 2 o'clock this morning, when death ensued. 
The physicians are of the opinion that death was caused by 
apoplexy, but they cannot state positively. 

William Francis Sheehan was born in the County of Lim- 
erick, Ireland, in 1855, ^"d was consequently twenty-nine years 
of age at the time of his death. He received his early education 
in Ireland, and came to this country when quite young No 
relative but an uncle. Dr. J. W. Casey, resides in America. 
Dr. Sheehan first studied medicine with his uncle in 1877. In 
1878 he was graduated from the Buffalo Medical College. Soon 
afterward he returned to Rochester and commenced the practice 
of his profession. In 1879 he was elected a City Physician, and 
was indefatigable in the discharge of his duties. One year ago 
he was elected Health Officer, and he made a brilliant public 



record while in that office. For several years past he has made 
the subjects of hygiene and sanitary science special studies, and 
he was an acknowledged authority in those branches. 

On April 28, 1880, he was married to Miss Katie L. Kramer, 
daughter of M. Kramer, and one child, a boy but ten weeks old, 
is the fruit of the union. His domestic life has been singularly 
pleasant and happy. He was universally respected and had not 
an enemy in the world. He never betrayed a confidence, and his 
word was his bond. Deceased was a member of the Rochester 
Pathological Society, Monroe County Medical Society, and Cen- 
tral New York Medical Society. He was a delegate from Monroe 
County to the State Medical Society, and his term would not 
have expired until 1887. He was also recently elected President 
of the Young Men*s Independent Democratic Club. On many 
occasions he delivered able and exhaustive lectures on Anatomy 
before the Anatomical Section of the Academy of Science. 



Frotn the Union ami Advertiser, July ^J^i, 188 Jf. 

The citizens of Rochester were startled this morning by the 
announcement of the sudden death of Dr. William F. Sheehan, 
which occurred shortly after 2 o'clock this morning. During 
yesterday he watched the whole day beside the bedside of a very 
ill patient, at No. 68 Waverley Place, beinjij unwilling to leave, 
even to go home. Shortly after 9 o'clock last evening he re- 
marked that he felt a severe pain in his head and thought he had 
better lie down a few moments. He did so, and became uncon- 



scious shortly afterwards. When discovered in that condition, 
and an attempt to relieve liim was found impossible, Dr. Wells, 
one of the resident physicians at the City Hospital, was hastily 
summoned. He found that Dr. Sheehan was entirely uncon- 
scious and that the pulsations of his heart were very feeble. 
Several other physicians were soon on the spot, and everything 
possible was done to resuscitate him, including the best known 
method of artificial respiration. Every effort proved to be in vain. 
Dr. SiiEEHAN lingered in a comatose state until shortly after 2 
o'clock, when he expired. His death was a great surprise to 
all the physicians present, and they were unable, before death, 
to detect the cause. He had not complained of any illness until 
late in the evening, and had been, as was his custom, actively 
attending to his patients up to the time of the attack. 

Dr. Sheehan was 29 years of age. He commenced the study 
of medicine with his uncle. Dr. J. W. Casey, in 1877, and was 
graduated from the Buffalo Medical College in 1878. He soon 
afterwards commenced the practice of his profession in this city, 
and was so skillful and so energetic that he soon built up a large 
and profitable practice. In 1878 he was chosen one of the city 
physicians, and last year he was elected Health Officer of the 
city. In that capacity he devoted his time and energies to the 
duties of the place with such thoroughness that he was regarded 
as the best Health Officer Rochester ever had. His knowledge 
of sanitary laws and measures of relief was of inestimable value 
to the Board of Health, and the benefit of* it was enjoyed in a 
marked measure by the citizens at large. His reputation became 



so great on the subject of sanitary science, that his opinions were 
in demand in many places other than Rochester, and he enjoyed 
the confidence of the health officers of cities remote from his own. 
In his private practice Dr. Sheeiian was more than ordinarily 
successful, and was frequently called in for counsel in difficult 
cases where the best skill was desired. He was an active member 
of the Monroe County Medical Society and the Monroe County 
Pathological Society, to whose deliberations he always contrib- 
uted liberally and of the very best information. Before the 
Anatomical Section of the Academy of Science, he delivered 
many lectures on Anatomy, which were of the highest order of 
merit, and showed how careful and exhaustive had been his 
study of that important branch of his profession. Personally Dr. 
Sheehan was a most genial gentleman. Rarely was he ever 
heard to speak in disparaging terms of any person. Always 
ready to speak words of encouragement or sympathy, he made 
many friends wherever he went, who will be grieved to hear 
of his death, which was so untimely, while he was enjoying the 
confidence of the public and the friendship of hosts of individuals. 
He was also deeply interested in the success of the Democratic 
party and devoted considerable of his time to the advancement 
of his party's good. He was, at the time of his death. President 
of the Young Men's Independent Democratic Club. His immediate 
family consists of Mrs. Sheehan and one child less than a year old. 
Doctors Wells, E. M. Moore, Jr., Richard M. Moore, Mulligan 
and Hayes, held a counsel and decided that death resulted from 
apoplexy. 



From the Rochester Morning Herald^ July 2^, 188 J^. 

The painful news of the death of Ur. W. F. Sheehan, which 
appeared in the Herald yesterday morning, was a shock to the 
community. Though a young man Dr. Sheehan had taken his 
place among the leading physicians of Rochester. He devoted 
himself assiduously to the study of his profession and was abreast 
of the times upon all questions of medical science. In important 
cases his counsel was frequently sought by practitioners whose 
experience extended over a longer period than that covered by 
his short, but useful life. Fie was especially devoted to the study 
of sanitary science and hygiene, and upon questions involving 
those subjects he was regarded as an expert. It was in recogni- 
tion of his qualifications in this direction that he was last year 
chosen health officer of the city. His faithful and valuable 
service in that capacity is fresh in the minds of our readers, and 
will remain a matter of record. He was ever on the alert and left 
nothing undone which could conduce to the improvement of the 
sanitary condition of the city, and thus insure the health of her 
citizens. It is not too much to say that Dr. Sheehan was the 
best health officer Rochester ever had. He was an active member of 
the Rochester Pathological Society, the Monroe County Medical 
Society, and the Central New York Medical Society. At the 
meetings of those bodies he always contributed the very best 
thought, and the results of his study and investigation were 
received with the greatest profit. He was a leader in the Anatom- 
ical Section of the Academy of Science, and, from his fund of knowl- 



edge was drawn in no small measure the information obtained by 
the meml>ers in pursuing the study of that important branch. 
His lectures upon medical, sanitary and hygienic subjects were 
conspicuous for clearness of thought and expression, and indi- 
cated a thorough mastery of all questions in any way connected 
with his chosen profession. He manifested a lively interest in the 
success of the democratic party, and was active in its support. 
He was recently chosen president of the Young Men's Indepen- 
dent Democratic Club. In his personal character, Dr. Siieehan 
was a genial, scholarly gentleman, (me who inspired respect, and 
made of every acquaintance a friend. He had built up a large 
practice, the demands of which kept him busily occupied ever)' 
day from morning until night. Not content, however, to relax 
his study, he prosecuted his investigations at the expense of his 
night rest. Overwork, it is more than probable, was the cause of 
his untimely death. Dr. Sheehan was horn in Limerick, Ireland, 
in 1855, and was therefore twenty -nine years of age. He came to 
this country when a boy. He studied medicine with his uncle. 
Dr. J. W. Casey of this city, and in 1878 he was graduated from 
the Buffalo Medical College. 



Dr. VV. F. Sheeiian, whose sudden death was announced in 
our columns yesterday morning, had a short but brilliant profes- 
sional career in this city. Few young physicians have met with 
such flattering success so early in their practice; but there was 
nothing unaccountable about it. 



Dr. Sheehan may have had an eye to pecuniary success, as all 
physicians ought to have, but that was not the sole inspiration to 
his arduous work. He was thorough ; thorough in his studies 
and indefatigable in acquiring a knowledge of all that his calling 
had to teach. He utilized every opportunity lor acquainting 
himself with whatever would be of value to him and his patients 
in the practice of his profession. His papers on sanitary science 
and other questions, to which there have been several references 
in these columns, showed him to be a growing man. His profes- 
sion, and society, have lost a valuable member by his death. It is 
impossible to estimate the good one so equipped for usefulness in 
relieving the sufferings of humanity might have accomplished, 
had his life been extended through the period ordinarily allotted 
to mankind. 

But he fell at his post. His vital powers suddenly failed him 
while he was in the act of relieving pain and exercising the 
power of his healing art. It is a mournful event when one con- 
siders the promise of a brilliant future thus suddenly eclipsed, and 
the indescribable pall of sorrow that it cast upon the hearts of the 
young wife and now fatherless child, whose light and staff he was. 

From the Post-Express, July 25, 188Jf, 

At lo o'clock this morning the funeral of the late Dr. W. F. 
SiiKEHAN took place from St. Patrick's Cathedral. Never in the 
history of the church, had such a large concourse of sorrowing 
friends assembled to pay their last respects to the memory of 



the deceased. Every seat in the large edifice was occupied, and 
many stood in the aisles. Joos' solemn requiem mass was sung 
by the full choir, the offertory being rendered by Mrs. P. Mahon. 
Solemn high mass was celebrated by Rev. Father Hartley, and 
Rev. Fathers 0*Hare and Kiernan acted as Deacon and Sub- 
Deacon, respectively. At the conclusion of the mass. Right Rev. 
Bishop McQuaid read the service for the dead and gave the last 
absolution. The ceremonies were very impressive and solemn 
throughout. A short service was held at the grave and the last 
prayers for the dead were said, and the body was consigned to its 
last resting place. 

The members of the Pathological Society, Monroe County 
Medical Society, and Young Men's Independent Democratic Club 
were present. At the family residence on Lake Avenue, the floral 
offerings were most profuse and elegant. The most noticeable 
pieces were a large broken column of roses and pansies, from the 
Young Men's Independent Democratic Club, of which organization 
Dr. Sheehan was President, and a beautiful scroll of roses and 
immortelles from the Pathological Society. The infant son of Dr. 
Sheehan was represented by a large, heart-shaped floral cluster, 
bearing a card on which was inscribed, **For Papa; yours now 
and forever; Baby Sheehan." Offerings were also sent in by 
many friends of the family. 

The body reposed in a massive cloth-covered casket, which was 
literally covered with flowers. The interior was also filled with 
roses and cut flowers, and the face of the dead bore a most 
peaceful expression. The bearers were Drs. R. M. Moore, Ely, 



Whitbeck, O'Harc, Carroll, and Howard; and Messrs. P.Barry, 
Henry Strong, D. A. Woodbury, W. B. Duffy, J. C. O'Brien, and 
J. D. Cox acted as honorary bearers. The remains were interred 
in the Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 



From the Rochester Morning Herald, July 26, J884, 

The funeral services over the remains of Dr. W. F. Sheehan 
were held at the cathedral yesterday morning at lo o'clock. A 
large concourse of friends attended the obsequies. Requiem 
mass was celebrated by Rev. Father Hartley, with Rev. James 
F. 0*Hare, Deacon, and Rev. James Kiernan as Sub-Deacon. 
Among the clergy present were Bishop McQuaid, Rev. Father 
Murphy, and others. The music was by the chorus choir of the 
cathedral, assisted by Mrs. P. Mahon. At the conclusion of the 
service the blessing was given by the Bishop. As the cortege 
moved from the church, Mrs. P. Mahon sang '^ Jesus Loiter of My 
Soul,** The remains were encased in a richly draped casket. At 
the family residence on Lake Avenue, the floral offerings were 
numerous and elegant. Among the more noticeable pieces were 
a broken column of roses with the words ** Our President/' from 
the Young Men's Independent Democratic Club; a scroll with 
the words " R. P. S.," from the Pathological Society; a pillow, 
cross and crown from Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Woodbury: a lyre, 
from Mrs. H. Bartliolomay ; a pillow with the word "Rest" in 
the centre, from Mrs. P. Barry ; a large basket of choice flowers, 
from Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Barry; an elegant cross from Dr. J. 



Blackwood Barry, and a crown from Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cun- 
ningham. The infant son of Dr. Sheehan was represented by a 
large floral cluster, inscribed, " For papa, yours, now and forever, 
Baby Sheehan." Offerings were also received from the following 
named friends of the family: Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Olmstead, 
Mrs. Dr. T. A. O'Hare, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Vick, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. Brooks, Charles F. Barry, Mr. and Mrs. VV. C. Barry, Mrs. II. 
A. Strong, Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Kenyon, Mr. and Mrs. P. Will, 
Dr. and Mrs. George Koch, William T. McMannis, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick Stearns, Samuel P. Moulthrop, W. E. Woodbury, E. C. 
Vick, Mrs. M. J. McMahon, Mr. and Mrs. Owen Gaffney, Dr. and 
Mrs. J. Schmitt, Mrs. Fawcett, Mrs. J. A. Hinds, Mrs. W. C. 
Walker, Mrs. W. H. Duffett, Mrs. A. S. Mann, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brooks, Miss Clara Steinle, and Miss Ida Vogel. The members 
of the Pathological Society and Young Men's Independent Dem- 
ocratic Club, attended in a body, the former Society acting as a 
guard of honor. The honorary bearers were Patrick Barry, 
Henry Strong, D. A. Woodbury, W. B. Duffy, J. C. O'Brien, and 
Joseph D. Cox. The bearers were Drs. William S. Ely, J. W. 
Whitbeck, Thomas A. O'Hare, R. M. Moore, George G. Carroll, 
and E. H. Howard. 



From the Catholic Union c^* Times y July SU 188 Jf. 

On Wednesday morning of last week the people of Rochester 
were shocked to hear of the death of Dr. W. F". Sheehan, which 
took place at 2 a. m. of that day. He had been in the enjoyment 



of his usual good health up to a few hours previous to his death, 
which resulted from apoplexy. Doctor Sheehan was 30 years 
of age and was a graduate of the Buffalo Medical College. He 
practised his profession in this city with extraordinary success. 
He served as Health Officer last year, and the excellent record he 
made while filling that position reflected great credit upon him. 
Dr. Sheehan was a man of acknowledged ability and stood high 
in the estimation of his fellow-citizens, who deeply deplore his 
early and sudden demise and extend to his bereaved wife and 
child their heartfelt sympathy. The funeral took place from the 
Cathedral on Friday morning, and was attended by a large con- 
course of mourning relatives and friends. 



From the Sunday Morning Herald^ August S, I884. 

The old adage that *' death loves a shining mark'* never re- 
ceived more striking illustration than in the sudden demise of 
Dr. William F. Sheehan in this city on the 23d of last month. 
Dr. Sheehan was called on the morning of the previous day to 
attend a case of obstetrics which presented such difficulties that 
his constant attention was required until nine o'clock at night, 
when by the skillful use of instruments he succeeded in bringing 
it to a successful issue. He had scarcely done so when he was 
prostrated by a severe pain in the head, and, despite all the 
efforts of the physicians summoned, continued in an unconscious 
state until two o'clock A. M. of the day following, when he 
expired. 



The chief points in the history of Dr. Sheehan's career 
form the most eloquent eulogy of his life. He was born in Lim- 
erick, Ireland, on the 12th day of Feb. 1855, and in his youth 
received a liberal education. In 1874, at the age of nineteen, he 
came to this country, took up his residence in Rochester, and 
studied medicine with his uncle Dr. J. W. Casey. Four years 
later, in 1877, after taking the courses of the Buffalo Medical 
College, he graduated with honor, taking a number of prizes, and 
returned to Rochester, where he entered upon practice. He was 
at once admitted to membership in the Monroe County Medical 
Society, which the next year he represented as a delegate in the 
Central New York Medical Association. In 1880 he was a dele- 
gate to the American Medical Association, in 1880 to 1882 Secre- 
tary of the Monroe County Medical Society. He was also a 
member of the society committee to prosecute illegal practition- 
ers. In 1877 he was chosen a member of the Rochester Patho- 
logical Society and became in succession its secretary and 
president. In 1878 he was appointed city physician by the 
Common Council. In 1880 he was chosen coroner's physician 
for Monroe County by the Board of Supervisors. In 1882 the 
Board of Health elected him health officer for the city and in 1883 
he was re-elected. In this office Dr. Sheehan greatly distin- 
guished himself by close attention to all its duties, and by the able 
and successful manner in which he investigated and treated all 
matters pertaining to the sanitary condition of the city. His 
retirement from it in the spring of 1884 was cause for universal 
regret. Dr. Sheehan was the author of many valuable papers 



on subjects embraced in his profession, among which stood promi- 
nent, the anatomy of club foot ; anatomy of President Garfield's 
wounds; fracture near the elbow joint; chicken pox; statistics of 
diphtheria ; house sanitation ; school hygiene ; filth as a cause 
of disease; cholera infantum, etc. As an anatomist Dr. Sheehan 
had peculiar talent, which was practically developed before sev- 
eral classes in this city. As a member of the Rochester Academy 

• 

of Science, and President of its anatomical section, and as a lec- 
turer before that body, he acquitted himself with great credit. 
The Kindergarten movement, and the proposed hospital for sick 
children at the lake side, had his warm advocacy. He was a 
member of the American Public Health Association, and on the 
day preceding his fatal illness he wrote his last paper in the form 
of a letter to its President, with reference to the work of the 
coming season of that organization. 

Aside from his professional duties Dr. Sheehan took a deep 
interest in political affairs, and, strange as it may seem, found time 
to take an active part in the organization and action of the Demo- 
cratic party, whose cause he espoused on attaining his majority, 
and at the time of his death he was President of the Young Men s 
Independent Democratic Club. 

We doubt if the history of any other young medical practi- 
tioner can show such evidences and fruits of study, labor, skill 
and success as does that of Dr. W. F. Sheehan from his 
graduation in 1877 to his death in 1884, a period of only seven 
years. In all the walks of life he was an upright and model man. 
In practice, in office, in politics, in church, in society, in fact 



everywhere, he was respected and admired. Thoroughly de- 
voted to his profession, he may truthfully be said to have 
sacrificed his life in the discharge of its duties. The public 
attestation of his character and achievements was manifested by 
the throng of all classes of citizens who crowded the Cathedral on 
the occasion of his funeral. Reqtiiescat in pace. 



